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Tel.  : Felling  69-2251.  Health  Department, 

Davidson  Street, 

Felling. 

June,  1961. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

Urban  District  Council  of  Felling. 

PREFACE. 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  submitting  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  on  the  health  of  the  Urban  District  and  the  work 
in  the  Health  Department  for  the  year  1960. 

According  to  the  Registrar  General’s  estimate,  the  population 
of  the  Urban  District  at  mid- June,  1960,  was  32,650,  an  increase  of 
1,150,  compared  with  his  estimate  for  the  previous  year.  It  had  been 
felt  for  some  time  that  the  population  was  in  fact  well  in  excess  of 
this  figure,  and  this  matter  was  taken  up  with  the  Registrar  General 
who,  in  reply,  explained  the  basis  of  his  calculations  but  suggested 
that  the  matter  would  be  put  beyond  doubt  by  the  1961  Census. 
Preliminary  and  provisional  Census  figures  indicate  the  population 
of  the  Urban  District  to  be  approximately  36,500  ; i.e.,  approxi- 
mately 4,000  in  excess  of  the  Registrar  General’s  estimate.  The 
increase  of  population  during  the  past  10  years  has,  therefore, 
achieved  the  unusually  high  figure  of  approximately  40  per  cent.  ; 
the  major  portion  of  this  substantial  increase  is  accounted  for  by 
the  development  of  the  Learn  Lane  Housing  Estate  which,  according 
to  provisional  Census  figures,  has  a population  of  approximately 
13,000. 

The  various  health  statistics  embodied  in  the  report  are 
calculated  according  to  normal  and  previous  practice  on  a basis  of 
the  various  figures,  including  population,  supplied  by  the  Registrar 
General  ; it  is,  therefore,  possible  to  draw  a reasonable  comparison 
with  statistics  for  previous  years. 

The  natural  increase,  excess  of  births  over  deaths,  was  352. 
The  birth  rate  showed  a slight  increase  to  21-7  ; the  standardised 
birth  rate  (i.e.,  adjusted  for  age  and  sex  distribution  of  the  population) 
was  19-6,  which  was  substantially  in  excess  of  the  figure  of  17-1  for 
England  and  Wales. 

The  infant  mortality  rate  showed  a welcome  decrease  to  25-4 
compared  with  the  rate  of  21-7  for  England  and  Wales,  which  was 
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the  lowest  national  rate  on  record.  The  death  rate  of  110  showed  a 
slight  increase  compared  with  10-8  for  the  previous  year,  and  the 
standardised  death  rate  again  exceeded  that  for  England  and  Wales. 
Heart  disease  and  cancer  continue  to  be  the  most  important  causes 
of  death  and  are  responsible  for  almost  50  per  cent,  of  the  mortality. 
The  relentless  and  anticipated  advance  of  the  epidemic  of  lung 
cancer  continues,  having  caused  22  deaths  in  1960  compared  with  15 
during  the  previous  year.  This  disease,  which  is  much  more 
prevalent  in  men,  was  responsible  for  approximately  half  the  male 
cancer  deaths  during  the  year.  Although  the  association  of  cigarette 
smoking  and  lung  cancer  is  well  established,  publicity  of  this  fact 
is  unpopular  and  can  have  little  hope  of  success  in  competition  with 
the  vast  and  expensive  advertising  programmes  of  the  cigarette 
manufacturers  which,  alas,  are  largely  directed  at  the  young. 

On  page  14  will  be  found  a summary  of  the  principal  statistics 
for  the  united  districts  of  Jarrow,  Hebburn,  Felling  and  Boldon,  of 
which  I am  Medical  Officer  of  Health.  The  total  population  shown 
as  107,000  is  based  on  the  Registrar  General’s  estimates  ; provisional 
1961  Census  figures  indicate  that  the  total  population  is  now  approxi- 
mately 111,000. 

In  conclusion,  I wish  to  record  my  appreciation  of  the  assistance 
and  co-operation  I have  received  from  Chairmen,  Members  of  the 
Council,  other  Officials  and  my  Staff  in  the  Health  Department. 

T.  C.  FALCONER, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


SECTION  “A.” 


Statistics  of  the  Area 


(a)  General  Statistics. 

Area  of  the  Urban  District  in  acres  ....  ....  3,325 

Estimated  Resident  Population  (mid-June,  I960)....  32,650 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  ....  ....  ....  10,943 

(Including  Council  Houses) 

Number  of  Council  Houses....  ....  ....  ....  6,443 

Rateable  Value  (31st  March,  1960)  ....  ....£296,949 

Sum  represented  by  Penny  Rate  (31st  March,  1961)  £1,224 


(b)  Physical  and  Social  Conditions. 

(1)  Description  of  the  Area. 

The  shape  of  the  Urban  District  is  roughly  square,  the  northern 
boundary  being  formed  by  the  River  Tyne  with  a steep-sided  fore- 
shore of  about  two  miles  in  length.  The  Urban  District  is  bounded 
to  the  west  by  Gateshead  County  Borough  and  to  the  south  by 
Washington  Urban  District  ; the  eastern  boundary  is  formed  to  the 
north  by  Hebburn  Urban  District,  and  to  the  south  by  Boldon  Urban 
District.  Part  of  the  south  boundary  is  formed  by  Gateshead  Fell, 
which  rises  to  about  600  feet  above  sea  level,  and  whence  there  is  a 
gradual  fall  to  the  River. 

The  main  industries  of  the  district  are  engineering,  coal-mining, 
building  construction,  chemical  and  paint  manufacture,  marine 
engineering,  etc. 

(2)  Employment  in  the  Area. 

I am  indebted  to  Mr.  A.  Tennick,  Manager,  Employment 
Exchange,  Felling,  for  the  following  figures  on  employment,  unem- 
ployment and  disability  in  the  area. 
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Industrial  Structure  of  the  Urban  District — Estimated  figures 
at  June,  1960 — 


Industry 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Mining  and  Quarrying 

1,232 

13 

1,245 

Other  Primary  Industries 

18 

2 

20 

Chemicals,  Paints  and  Allied  Industries 

813 

310 

1,123 

Engineering,  Electrical  Goods  and  Shipbuilding 

1,859 

141 

2,000 

Other  Metal  Goods 

83 

45 

128 

Textiles,  Clothing  and  Footwear 

93 

817 

910 

Bricks,  Pottery,  Glass,  &c. 

163 

41 

204 

Timber,  Furniture,  &c.  ....  . 

333 

64 

397 

Food,  Drink,  Paper  and  Printing 

179 

206 

385 

Other  Manufacturing  Industries 

6 

— 

6 

Construction 

716 

12 

728 

Transport  and  Communication 

166 

9 

175 

Distributive  Trades 

292 

489 

781 

Insurance,  Banking  and  Finance 

25 

9 

34 

Professional  and  Scientific  Services  (including  Education) 

83 

272 

355 

Miscellaneous  Services  .... 

148 

300 

448 

Public  Administration 

310 

56 

366 

Total 

6,519 

2,786 

9,305 

Whilst  the  total  of  insured  employees  increased  only  slightly 
compared  with  the  previous  year,  there  was  an  appreciable  increase 
in  the  number  of  males  employed  in  engineering,  electrical  goods 
and  shipbuilding,  chemicals,  paints  and  allied  industries,  and 
timber  and  furniture.  This,  however,  was  almost  entirely  offset  by 
a reduction  in  the  numbers  employed  on  construction  work.  In  the 
same  way,  increases  in  the  number  of  females  employed  in  the 
professional  and  scientific  services  (including  education)  and  in 
textiles,  clothing  and  footwear  were  offset  by  a decrease  in  the 
numbers  employed  in  the  distributive  trades  and  miscellaneous 
service  industries. 

Unemployment. 

At  the  end  of  1960  there  were  280  men  and  92  women  registered 
as  unemployed  compared  with  325  men  and  63  women  at  the  end 
of  the  previous  year.  The  decrease  in  men’s  unemployment  was 
mainly  due  to  the  fact  that  the  December,  1959,  figure  included  a 
number  of  men  who  were  temporarily  suspended  owing  to  short- 
time  working  in  electrical  engineering.  The  increased  unemployment 
amongst  women  was  mainly  confined  to  those  who  were  last  em- 
ployed in  the  distributive  trades  and  miscellaneous  service  industries. 

There  were  18  boys  and  four  girls  registered  as  unemployed  at 
the  end  of  the  year,  a slight  increase  compared  with  the  previous 
year. 

(3)  Disabled  Persons. 

There  were  296  males  and  24  females  registered  under  the 
Disabled  Persons  (Employment)  Acts  at  the  end  of  1960.  Of  these, 


7 


24  males  and  3 females  were  unemployed  and  registered  for  work  as 
indicated  in  the  following  table : — 

Males  Females 

( a ) Suitable  for  ordinary  employment — 

Ex-service  ....  ....  ....  ....  7 Nil 

Others  ....  ....  ....  ...  11  1 


(b)  Severely  disabled  persons  classified  as  un- 
likely to  obtain  employment  except  under 
sheltered  conditions- — 

Ex-service  ....  ....  ....  ....  Nil  Nil 

Others  ....  ....  ....  ....  ...  6 2 


(4)  National  Assistance. 

I am  indebted  to  Mr.  R.  W.  Douglas,  Area  Officer,  National 
Assistance  Board,  for  the  following  information  regarding  classes  of 
persons  in  receipt  of  National  Assistance  and  for  non-contributory 
old  age  pensions  at  31st  December,  1960  : — 


Unemployed  .... 

236 

Sick 

311 

Retirement  Pensioners  ..  . 

....  1,089 

Non-contributory  Pensioners 

21 

Miscellaneous 

207 

1,864 

(c)  Vital  Statistics. 

Population  32,650 

Live  Births — 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Total 

352 

358 

710 

Legitimate 

344 

346 

690 

Illegitimate 

8 

12 

20 

Birth  Rate  .... 

.... 

....  . . 

. 21*7 

Comparability  Factor 

0-90 

Standardised  Birth  Rate  .... 

.... 

....  . . . 

. 19*6 

Illegitimate  Live  Births  per  100  total  live  births 

2*8 

Still-births — 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Total  

10 

15 

25 

Legitimate 

9 

13 

22 

Illegitimate 

1 

2 

3 

Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and 

still-births... 

. 34  0 

Rate  per  1,000  of  the  Estimated  Resident 

Population 

•77 

Deaths — 

Males 

Females 

Total 

All  Causes 

203 

155 

358 

Death  Rate  .... 
Comparability  Factor 
Standardised  Death  Rate 
Maternal  Death  Rate 


11-0 
1-40 
15  3 
Nil 


INFANT  MORTALITY. 


Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age — 


Males 

Females 

Total 

Total  

12 

6 

18 

Legitimate 

12 

6 

18 

Illegitimate 

— 

— 

— 

Causes  of  Death  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age — 

Congenital  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  9 

Prematurity  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  6 

Infection  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  2 

Other  Causes  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  1 

Total 18 


Infant  Mortality  ( per  1,000  live  births ) ....  ....  ....  25-4 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  four  weeks  of  age— 

Males  Females  Total 

Total  ....  ....  7 5 12 

Legitimate  ....  ....  ....  7 5 12 

Illegitimate  ....  ....  ....  - 

Neonatal  Mortality  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  16*9 

Causes  of  Death  of  Infants  under  four  weeks  of  age— 

Congenital  ....  ....  ....  5 

Prematurity  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  6 

Infection  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  0 

Other  Causes  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  1 

Total 12 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  week  of  age — 

Males  Females  Total 

Total  7 5 12 

Legitimate  ....  ....  ....  7 5 12 

Illegitimate  ....  ....  ....  - - 
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Principal  Causes  of  Death 


Disease 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Percentage  of 
Total  Deaths 

1960 

1959 

Heart  Disease 

58 

45 

103 

28-7 

260 

Vascular  Lesions  of  Nervous 
System 

21 

28 

49 

13-7 

14-7 

Cancer  (all  types)  .... 

41 

25 

66 

18-4 

19  8 

Respiratory  (all  types) 

35 

17 

52 

14  6 

13  6 

270 

75-4 

74-1 

Comparative  Rates,  1960. 

Felling  Urban  District  and  England  and  Wales 


Felling 

England 

and 

Wales 

Standardised  Birth  Rate 

19  6 

17-1* 

Standardised  Death  Rate 

15-3 

11-5 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  .... 

25-4 

21*7f 

Still-birth  Rate  .... 

34-0 

19-7 

* Highest  since  1948.  f Lowest  ever  recorded. 
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MORBIDITY  STATISTICS 


New  Claims  to  Sickness  Benefit,  1960 


Week  Ending- 

Week  Ending- 

January  5th.  .. 

....161 

July  5th 

....  96 

„ 12th... 

....176 

„ 12th 

....  81 

,,  19th.... 

....147 

„ 19th  .... 

....  94 

„ 26th... 

...149 

633 

„ 26th 

....110 

381 

February  2nd 

....130 

August  2nd  .... 

....  83 

» 9th 

....141 

„ 9th  .... 

....  69 

„ 16th 

....166 

„ 16th  .... 

....  91 

„ 23rd 

March  1st  .... 

....156 

593 

....163 

„ 23rd.... 

„ 30th .... 

....109 

....  88 

440 

„ 8th  .... 

....142 

September  6th 

....  84 

„ 15th  .... 

....148 

„ 13th 

....84 

„ 22nd  .... 

....154 

„ 20th 

....128 

„ 29th  .... 

....167 
774 

„ 27th 

....131 

427 

April  5th  .... 

....203 

October  4th 

....148 

„ 12th  .... 

....248 

„ 1 1th 

....149 

„ 19th  .... 

....191 

„ 18th 

....156 

„ 26th 

....247 

889 

„ 25th 

....137 

590 

May  3rd 

....204 

November  1st 

...133 

„ 10th  .... 

....132 

„ 8th 

....134 

„ 17th  .... 

....140 

„ 15th 

....146- 

„ 24th  .... 

....100 

„ 22nd 

....149 

„ 31st 

....112 

688 

„ 29th 

....159 

721 

June  7th 

...102 

December  6th 

....141 

„ 14th  

...136 

„ 1 3th 

...137 

„ 21st 

...  94 

,,  20th 

...117 

,,  28th 

...  85 

- 417 

„ 27th 

...128 

523 
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Causes  of  Death  in  Felling  Urban  District,  1960 


Males 

Females 

Total 

Per  cent. 
Total 
Deaths 

Tuberculosis,  Respiratory 

2 

1 

3 

0-8 

Malignant  Neoplasm — Stomach 

3 

1 

4 

IT 

,,  ,,  Lung,  Bronchus 

19 

3 

22 

6-1 

,,  ,,  Breast 

— 

9 

9 

2-5 

,,  ,,  Uterus  .... 

— 

1 

1 

0-3 

Other  Malignant  and  Lymphatic  Diseases 

17 

9 

26 

7-3 

Leukaemia — Aleukaemia  .... 

2 

2 

4 

11 

Diabetes 

3 

1 

4 

11 

Vascular  Lesions  of  Nervous  System  .... 

21 

28 

49 

13-7 

Coronary  Disease,  Angina 

34 

17 

51 

14-2 

Hypertension  with  Heart  Disease 

3 

5 

8 

2-2 

Other  Heart  Diseases 

21 

23 

44 

12-3 

Other  Circulatory  Diseases 

8 

11 

19 

5-3 

Influenza  .... 

- 

1 

1 

0-3 

Pneumonia.... 

8 

8 

16 

4-5 

Bronchitis  .... 

23 

7 

3 

8-4 

Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory  System.  .. 

2 

— 

2 

0-6 

Gastritis,  Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea 

1 

1 

0-3 

Hyperplasia  of  Prostate  .... 

3 

3 

0-8 

Congenital  Malformations 

5 

2 

7 

2-0 

Other  Defined  and  Ill-defined  Diseases 

15 

22 

37 

10-4 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents 

4 

— 

4 

11 

All  other  Accidents 

3 

1 

4 

M 

Suicide 

4 

2 

6 

1-7 

Homicide  and  Operations  of  War 

2 

1 

3 

0-8 

Total  (All  Causes)  

203 

155 

358 

1000 
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Principal  Vita!  Statistics  for  Previous  Years. 
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(d)  Summary  of  United  Districts  Statistics,  1960 


J arrow 

Hebburn 

Felling 

Boldon 

Joint  Are; 
1960 

General 

Area  in  Acres  .... 

1,970 

1,563 

3,325 

7,640 

14,498 

Population 

29,250 

24,290 

32,650 

20,810 

107,000 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses 

9,166 

7,862 

10,943 

7,200 

35,171 

Number  of  Council  Houses  .... 

4,599 

3,551 

6,443 

2,349 

16,942 

Sub-standard  Houses  remaining  to  be 
dealt  with  by  1965 

800 

154 

169 

50 

1,173 

Vital 

Number  of  Births 

577 

545 

710 

429 

2,261 

Standardised  Birth  Rate 

17-9 

19-9 

19-6 

19 

19 

Number  of  Still-births 

14 

15 

25 

9 

63 

Still-birth  Rate  (per  1,000  Live  and 
Still-births) 

23-7 

26-8 

34 

20-5 

27-1 

Infant  Deaths  .... 

12 

15 

18 

8 

53 

Infant  Mortality  Rate 

20-8 

27-5 

25-4 

18-6 

23-4 

Maternal  Mortality  Rate 

1-7 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

0-4 

Number  of  Deaths 

362 

254 

358 

219 

1,193 

Standardised  Death  Rate 

15-2 

14-1 

15-3 

12-7 

14-5 

Principal  Causes  of  Death 

(Percentage  of  Total  Deaths) 

. (a)  Infants  under  1 Year 

Infection 

8-3 

Nil 

11-1 

Nil 

5-7 

Congenital  Deformity  .... 

41-7 

20-0 

50-0 

12-5 

34-0 

Prematurity 

8-3 

46-7 

33-3 

62-5 

35-8 

Diseases  of  the  Newborn 

16-7 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

3-8 

Others 

25-0 

33-3 

5-6 

25-0 

20-7 

(b)  All  Ages 

Heart  Disease  .... 

35-4 

26-4 

28-7 

24-6 

29-5 

Cancer 

16-0 

23-2 

18-4 

13-7 

17-9 

Respiratory  Disease 

14-4 

13-4 

14-6 

13-7 

14-1 

Vascular  Diseases 

13-5 

13-8 

13-7 

22-3 

15-3 

Comparability  Factors — - 
Births 

•91 

•89 

•90 

•92 

•9( 

Deaths 

P23 

P35 

1-40 

L21 

L3( 

(Rates  are  given  per  1,000  Population) 
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SECTION  “ B.” 


General  Provisions  of  Health  Services 

in  the  Area 


(a)  Public  Health  Services. 

(1)  Staff . 

(a)  Felling  U.D.C. — 

Medical  Officer  of  Health — 

T.  C.  Falconer,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  and  Cleansing  Supt. — 

J.  Wear,  M.R.S.H.,  M.A.P.H.L,  M.R.I.P.H.H.,  Cert. 
Inspector  Meat  and  Foods. 

Second  Public  Health  Inspector  and  Deputy  Cleansing 
Supt. — G.  Hall,  A.R.S.H.,  M.A.P.H.L,  Cert.  Inspector 
Meat  and  Foods,  Smoke  Inspector’s  Diploma. 

Additional  Public  Health  Inspector — 

T.  Graham,  M.A.P.H.L,  Cert.  Inspector  Meat  and 
Foods. 


Clerk — 

R.  Watson  (Appointed  July,  1960). 


Pupil  Public  Health  Inspector — 

E.  Ramsden  (Resigned  on  Qualification,  April,  1960). 
J.  T.  Roberts  (Appointed  13th  February,  1961). 


Rodent  Operator- 
R.  Lumsden. 
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(b)  Durham  County  Council — 

Assistant  Medical  Officers — 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare — • 

Dr.  M.  M.  Dickinson,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P. 

Dr.  F.  L.  Mitchell,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.C.FI. 

School  Health — 

Dr.  R.  S trunin,  M.D.  (Berlin). 

Health  Visitors — 

Miss  E.  A.  Dobing,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  H.V.  Cert. 

Miss  E.  Smith,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  H.V.  Cert. 

Mrs.  E.  Smithson,  S.R.N.,  C.M.B.,  H.V.  Cert. 

(part-time). 

Mrs.  M.  E.  Kerr,  S.R.N.,  H.V.  Cert.., 

Mrs.  O.  Graham,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  H.V.  Cert. 

District  Nurses — 

Mrs.  C.  M.  Bailey,  S.R.N.,  63,  Manor  Gardens, 
Wardley.  Tel.  No.  69-2646. 

Mrs.  M.  Todd,  S.R.N.,  Gillmont,  High  Heworth  Lane, 
He  worth.  Tel.  No.  69-2630. 

Mrs.  K.  Reavey,  S.R.N.,  113,  St.  Cuthbert’s  Drive. 
Tel.  No.  69-3040. 

Mi  d' wives — 

Miss  M.  R.  Emerson,  S.C.M.,  3,  Richmond  Terrace, 
Felling.  Tel.  No.  69-2365. 

Miss  B.  G.  H.  Holdsworth,  S.C.M.,  66,  The  Drive, 
Felling.  Tel.  No.  69-2307. 

Mrs.  A.  Short,  S.C.M.,  Rannoch,  Shields  Road, 
Pelaw.  Tel.  No.  69-2189. 

Miss  J.  Smith,  S.C.M.,  20,  Millford  Court,  Leam 
Lane  Estate,  Felling.  Tel.  No.  69-2878. 

Mrs.  A.  McNally,  S.C.M.,  2,  Ridgeway,  Leam  Lane 
Estate,  Felling.  Tel.  No.  69-3064. 

Home  Help  Organiser  (Felling) — 

Mrs.  E.  M.  Meredith,  16,  Park  Terrace,  Dunston. 

Mental  Welfare  Officer — 

W.  Smallwood,  2,  Thorne  Avenue,  Wardley,  Gates- 
head,  10.  Tel.  No.  69-2542. 
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(2)  Laboratory  Services. 

The  following  are  particulars  of  specimens  submitted  to  the 
Health  Laboratory,  Newcastle,  for  examination  : — 

Faeces — 

Dysentery  Sonnei  ....  ....  ....  ....  3 

Salmonella  Muenchen  ...  ....  ....  1 

Salmonella  Typhimurium  ....  ....  ....  1 

Salmonella  Unidentified  ....  ....  ....  3 

Negative  ....  ....  ....  ....  . . 18 

Total....  ....  ....  ....  ....  24 

Sputum — 

Acid-Fast  Bacilli  ....  ....  ....  ....  1 

Tuberculosis  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  2 

Total  . . ....  ....  ....  ..  . 3 

Throat  Swab — 

Negative  ....  ....  ....  . 2 

Total ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  2 

Nasal  Swab — 

Negative  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  1 

Total....  ....  ....  ....  ....  1 


(3)  National  Assistance  Act , 1948. 

Section  47. — Removal  to  suitable  premises  of  persons  in 
need  of  care  and  attention. 

No  action  was  necessary  during  1959.  A number  of  cases  were 
visited  by  the  Medical  Officer  during  the  year  and,  where  necessary, 
admission  to  hospital  or  hostel  was  arranged  or  the  service  of  a 
home  help  provided. 

Section  50. — Burial  or  Cremation  of  the  Dead 

No  action  was  necessary  during  1960. 

(4)  Sewage  Disposal  Works. 

These  works,  which  were  opened  in  1955,  deal  with  the  sewage 
for  the  major  portion  of  Learn  Lane  Estate.  Operating  experience 
showed  that  the  drying  of  sludge  during  the  winter  months  was 
almost  impossible  and,  for  this  reason,  five  additional  drying  beds 
with  an  area  of  1,000  square  yards  were  constructed.  As  described 
in  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1959,  the  works  had  been  extended 
by  the  addition  of  one  sedimentation  tank,  two  bacteria  beds  and 
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one  humus  tank,  thus  enabling  the  plant  to  serve  a population  of 
16,000.  Despite  this  extension,  another  winter  has  emphasised  the 
acute  and  persistent  problem  remaining  with  regard  to  sludge 
disposal.  This  was  aggravated  by  the  heavy  rainfall  beginning  in 
October  and  continuing  during  the  following  months.  Towards  the 
end  of  the  year  the  Council  received  a Report  from  the  Consulting 
Engineers  on  a scheme  for  the  installation  of  a hot  sludge  digestion 
plant. 

During  the  year  the  population  draining  to  the  works  increased 
from  an  estimated  12,500  to  an  estimated  14,250  (4,070  dwellings  at 
3*5  persons  per  dwelling).  The  volume  of  wet  sludge,  95  per  cent, 
moisture,  dealt  with  was  an  estimated  988,000  gallons.  Four  pilot 
bacteria  beds  for  research  work  on  sewage  treatment,  for  the  Public 
Health  Engineering  Section  of  the  Department  of  Civil  Engineering, 
King’s  College,  were  put  into  operation  in  December. 

The  following  table  shows  the  operating  results  for  the  year 
measured  at  the  works.  In  addition,  from  time  to  time,  samples  of 
the  final  effluent  are  examined  by  the  Pollution  Prevention  Depart- 
ment of  the  Northumberland  and  Tyneside  River  Board  ; these 
results  have  always  been  satisfactory. 


I960 

Average  Daily 
Flow 
(Gallons) 

January .... 

....  570,300 

February 

....  504,200 

March  .... 

....  353,300 

April  .... 

....  193,000 

May 

....  283,000 

June 

....  220,000 

July  .... 

....  321,800 

August  .... 

....  267,400 

September 

....  268,000 

October 

....  668,000 

November 

....  478,000 

December 

....  387,000 

Final  Effluent  Average 
Oxygen  Absorption  in 


Four  Hours 

Rainfall 

(Inches)  (Parts  per  Million) 

4-46  10*5 

1-97  8-4 

1-54  13-5 

1- 25  20*7 

2*02  No  sample  taken 

0- 41  

3-35  10*4 

2- 64  10-2 

1- 90  10-7 

6*67  9-1 

2- 59  9-1 

1-99  11-0 


(5)  Health  Education. 

Talks  on  health  matters  have  been  given  to  various  organisations. 
Posters  on  Health  Education  topics  have  been  displayed  in 
factories,  canteens,  and  public  halls. 
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NATIONAL  HEALTH  SERVICE  ACT,  1946— Part  III. 

The  following  personal  health  services  are  provided  by  Durham 
County  Council  and  are  administered  through  No.  2 Area  Health 
Sub-Committee,  on  which  the  Urban  District  is  represented  by  five 
members. 

Care  of  Mothers  and  Young  Children — Section  22. 
Clinics — 

(1)  St.  Alban’s  Villa,  Crowhall  Lane. 

(2)  111,  Meresyde,  Leam  Lane  Estate. 

Ante-Natal  Clinic. 

Sessions  : Wednesday  afternoons,  except  last  in  month,  at 
St.  Alban’s  Villa,  Crowhall  Lane. 

The  following  figures  show  the  number  of  expectant  mothers 
who  attended  the  clinics,  and  the  number  of  visits  which  these 
mothers  paid  to  the  clinics  during  the  year  : — 

Number  of  Mothers  ....  ....  ....  182 

Attendances  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  532 

Post-Natal  Clinic. 

Sessions  : Last  Wednesday  afternoon  each  month  at  St.  Alban’s 
Villa. 

Fourteen  mothers  attended  the  clinic  on  one  or  more  occasions. 
Birth  Control. 

Session  : Last  Wednesday  afternoon  each  month  at  St.  Alban’s 
Villa. 

Advice  was  given  to  49  patients  and  the  number  of  attendances 
during  the  year  was  83. 

Child  Welfare. 

Sessions  : Wednesday  mornings  at  St.  Alban’s  Villa. 

Thursday  afternoons  at  St.  Alban’s  Villa. 

Friday  all  day  at  Meresyde,  Leam  Lane  Estate. 


The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  infants  and  toddlers 
who  attended  the  clinic,  and  the  number  of  visits  these  children 
made  to  the  clinic  throughout  the  year  : — 


No.  of  Children 

Attendances 

Under 

1-2 

2-5 

Under 

1-2 

2-5 

1 year 

years 

years 

1 year 

years 

years 

Meresyde 

192 

148 

147 

1,879 

389 

253 

St.  Alban’s  Villa 

169 

162 

155 

1,833 

255 

266 

Artificial  Sunlight  Clinic. 

Sessions  : Wednesday  and  Friday  mornings  weekly  at 

St.  Alban’s  Villa. 


Forty-three  mothers  and  children  attended  the  clinic  during 
the  year.  The  total  number  of  attendances  during  the  year  was  499. 
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Midwifery — Section  23. 


There  are  five  County  Midwives  in  Felling.  No  midwives 
practise  privately  in  the  area.  During  the  year  they  attended  333 
cases.  45*3  per  cent,  expectant  mothers  had  their  babies  at  home. 


Doctor 

Booked 

Not 

Booked 

Analgesia 

Gas  and 
Air 

Pethidine 

Present  at  delivery  .... 

149 

2 

33 

95 

Not  present  at  delivery 

180 

2 

30 

57 

Total  

329 

4 

63 

152 

Health  Visiting — Section  24. 

Five  Health  Visitors  serve  the  Urban  District.  The  following 


domiciliary  visits  were  paid  during  1960  : — 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  ....  ....  6,736 

Tuberculosis....  ....  ....  ....  ....  728 

General  Health  ....  ....  ....  ..  5 

Mental  Deficiency  ....  ....  ....  ....  113 

Schools  ....  ....  ....  , . ....  43 

Aged  People 35 


Total  7,660 


The  percentage  of  ineffective  visits  made  was  17T. 


Home  Nursing — Section  25. 
Number  of  Whole-time  Nurses  : 3. 


Number  of  Patients — 

Cases 

Visits 

Medical  

170 

5,473 

Surgical  

94 

1,618 

Tuberculosis 

11 

448 

Maternal  Complications 

3 

38 

Others  

— 

81 

Total 

....  278 

7,658 
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Vaccination  and  Immunisation — Section  26. 

The  following  tables  give  the  number  of  children  vaccinated 
and  immunised  at  clinics  and  by  general  practitioners  in  the 
Urban  District  : — 

Vaccination  against  Smallpox. 


Vaccination. 

Re-vaccination. 

Under 

1 year 

1-4 

years 

5-14 

years 

15  years 
and  over 

Total 

1-14 

years 

15  years 
and  over 

Total 

277 

5 

6 

6 

294 

6 

11 

17 

Diphtheria  Immunisation. 


Primary  Immunisation 


Reinforcing  Injections 


Under 

1 year 

1-4 

years 

5-14 

years 

Total 

1-4 

years 

5-14 

years 

Total 

6 

9 

5 

20 

41 

16 

57 

Diphtheria  and  Whooping  Cough  Immunisation. 

Under 

1 year 

1-4 

years 

5-14 

years 

T OTAL 

1-4 

years 

5- 14- 
years 

Total 

373 

89 

11 

473 

52 

53 

105 

Whooping  Cough  Immunisation 


Primary  Immunisation 

Reinforcing  Injections 

Under 

1 year 

1-4 

years 

5-14 

years 

Total 

1-4 

years 

5-14 

years 

Total 

3 

5 

— 

8 

— 

1 

1 
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Immunisation  against  Poliomyelitis. 

The  following  table  gives  particulars  of  those  immunised  during 
the  course  of  the  year  : — 


At  Clinics 

By  General 
Practitioners 

Two  Injections  .... 

182 

472 

Third  Injection 

2,460 

1,474 

Totals  .... 

2,642 

1,946 

Ambulance  Service — Section  27. 

The  Urban  District  is  served  by  the  Hebburn  Depot  at  Ushaw 
Road  (Telephone  83-2157)  ; there  are  eight  ambulances  and  27 
drivers  with  a head  driver  in  charge. 

The  Depot  is  manned  by  a clerk-telephonist  from  8 a.m.  to 
4 p.m. ; during  the  remaining  16  hours  of  the  day  calls  are  received 
by  the  driver  on  duty,  who  passes  them  to  the  Co-ordinating  Control 

near  Durham. 

The  Hebburn  Depot  serves  the  population  in  the  Borough  of 
jarrow,  the  Urban  Districts  of  Felling,  Hebburn,  Boldon,  and 
Washington,  and  part  of  Sunderland  Rural  District.  The  present 
population  is  125,000  persons,  of  which  about  two-thirds  live  on  the 
river  side  in  Jarrow,  Hebburn,  and  Felling. 


The  following  table  gives  a summary  of  the  year’s  work 
Hebburn  Depot. 


Journeys 

Persons  Carried 

Mileage 

Stretcher 

Sitting 

Total 

8,281 

5,960 

23,172 

29,132 

158,539 

Prevention  of  Illness,  Care  and  After-care — Section  28. 

Cases  discharged  from  hospital  and  requiring  after-care  are 
treated  by  the  Home  Nurses  or  supervised  and  advised  by  the 
Health  Visitors.  Sickroom  equipment,  such  as  urine  bottles,  bed 
pans,  bed  rests,  air  cushions,  mattresses,  and  rubber  sheeting  can  be 
had  on  loan.  During  the  year  122  persons  received  loaned  equipment. 
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Domestic  Help  Service — Section  29 


Number  of  Home  Helps  employed 62 

Number  of  Cases  attended  at  1st  January,  i960  ....  77 

Number  of  New  Cases  provided  with  Home  Helps....  20 
Number  of  Cases  attended  at  31st  December,  I960..  75 

Types  of  Cases  served — 

Old  Age  Pensioners  ....  ....  ....  ....  91 

Sickness  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  5 

Tuberculosis  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  - 

Maternity  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  1 


Total 


97 


(c)  Hospital  Services. 

The  local  hospital  services  are  administered  by  the  Gateshead 
and  District  Hospital  Management  Committee  on  behalf  of  the 
Newcastle  Regional  Hospital  Board.  There  are  no  hospitals  in  the 
Urban  District.  The  following  hospitals  serve  the  district  : — 

Hospital  Type 

Queen  Elizabeth  ....  ....  ....  General  and  Maternity 

Children’s  Hospital,  Gateshead  ....  Children. 

Bensham  ....  ....  ....  ....  Chronic  Sick. 

Sheriff  Hill  ....  ....  ....  ....  Infectious  Diseases. 


Chest  Clinic  at  Whinney  House  Hospital — 

New  Cases  Monday  to  Friday,  9 to  11  a.m. 

Old  Cases  ....  ....  Monday  to  Thursday,  2 to  4 p.m. 

Alternate  Wednesdays,  5.30  to  6 p.m. 

Children  Monday,  2 to  4 p.m.  s 

Mass  Radiography — 

X-ray  Unit  at  Greenesfield  House,  Mulgrave  Terrace,  Gates- 
head-on-Tyne,  8,  Public  Sessions  : — 

Monday  ....  ....  2 to  4.30  p.m. 


Tuesday 
Thursday 
Friday 

During  the  year  19 


5.30  to  7 p.m. 
5.30  to  7 p.m. 


....  2 to  4.30  p.m. 

....  2 to  4.30  p.m. 

....  2 to  4.30  p.m. 

560  the  Urban  District  was  visited  by  Mass 
Radiography  Unit  1A  from  Newcastle  General  Flospital.  No  public 
sessions  were  held  but  there  was  one  visit  to  the  works  of  Robert 
Bowran  & Co.,  when  101  were  X-Rayed,  of  which  one  was  referred 
to  the  Chest  Clinic. 
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Venereal  Diseases  Clinics. 

Patients  within  the  area  who  have  been  attending  the  clinics 
at  South  Shields  and  Newcastle  : — 


Clinic 

Syphilis 

Gonorrhoea 

Non-Venereal 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Newcastle  .... 

1 

— 

6 

1 

31 

12 

South  Shields 

— 

— 

Blood  Transfusion. 

The  area  is  served  by  the  Unit  stationed  in  Newcastle.  Sessions 
for  donating  blood  are  arranged  at  regular  intervals. 

Felling. — Mr.  G.  Tait  Hunter,  Regional  Organiser,  has  kindly 
supplied  details  of  donor  panels  and  sessions  held  in  Felling  during 
the  year  : — 


Panel  Strength  at  31st  December,  1960  .... 

....  320 

„ ,,  31st  December,  1959  .... 

....  280 

New  Donors  bled  1960  

26 

» » „ 1959  

54 

Donors  attending  1960 — 

2nd  June 

....  Ill 

8th  September  ....  

85 

22nd  December  .... 

....  107 

303 

(d)  Executive  Council. 

There  are  14  General  Practitioners  in  five  practices  with 
principal  surgeries  in  the  Urban  District  ; in  addition  a number  of 
Practitioners  from  adjoining  authorities  have  patients  in  the  district. 


(e)  Mental  Health. 

Number  of  Cases  investigated  46 
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Admissions  to  Hospital — 

Urgency  Order  ....  ....  ....  - 

Certified  Patients  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  1 

3-day  Orders  23 

14-day  Orders  - 

Relapse  on  trial  ....  ....  ....  - 

Escape  and  recapture 

Voluntary  Patients  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  20 

Temporary  Patients  ....  ....  - 

Total  44 


Mental  Deficiency  Acts. 

Under  supervision  and  guardianship 51 

In  Institutions  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  25 

Total  76 

Education  Act. 

Children  notified  during  the  year  as 

(1)  Ineducable  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  2 

(2)  F^equiring  supervision  after  leaving  school  ....  - 

1 0 1*  A L ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  2/ 

ninn  m I'tm 
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Annual  Report  of  the 
Chief  Public  Health  Inspector 


June,  1961 

To  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Sir, 


I submit  herewith  my  Report  on  the  work  of  the  Public  Health 
Inspectors  during  1960. 

I wish  to  take  this  opportunity  of  expressing  my  thanks  to 
Mr.  G.  Hall,  the  Second  Public  Health  Inspector  and  Deputy 
Cleansing  Superintendent,  and  Mr.  T.  Graham,  Additional  Public 
Health  Inspector,  for  their  services  during  the  year. 

Mr.  E.  Ramsden,  Pupil  Public  Health  Inspector,  qualified  in 
April  and  shortly  afterwards  was  appointed  to  the  County  Borough 
of  South  Shields  as  an  additional  Public  Health  Inspector. 

Mr.  J.  Roberts  was  appointed  as  a Pupil  Public  Health  Inspector 
and  took  up  his  duties  in  early  1961. 

J.  WEAR, 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector . 
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SECTION  “ C.” 


Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area 


1.  (a)  Water  Supply. 

With  the  exception  of  a smallholder’s  cottage  situated  on  high 
ground  in  the  south  part  of  the  area  and  a railway  signalman’s  cottage 
near  the  south  boundary,  the  area  generally  is  supplied  with  water 
from  the  mains  of  the  Newcastle  and  Gateshead  Water  Company. 
A small  portion  of  the  south-east  part  of  the  district,  adjoining  the 
Hebburn  boundary,  is  supplied  with  water  from  the  mains  of  the 
Sunderland  and  South  Shields  Water  Company. 

(i)  The  supply  to  the  area  on  the  whole  is  satisfactory  in  quality 
and  quantity. 

(ii)  Regular  examinations  are  made  of  the  supply. 

(iii)  There  is  little  likelihood  of  plum  bo  solvent  action. 

The  following  are  details  of  a chemical  analysis  of  the  Company’s 


water  : — 

Parts  per  Miih'on 

Total  solids  dried  at  180°  C. 

170 

Chlorine  as  chlorides 

11 

Free  ammonia 

006 

Albuminoid  ammonia 

0-04 

Nitrogen  as  nitrates 

0-70 

Oxygen  absorbed  (four  hours  at  27°  C.) 

2-4 

Total  hardness  .... 

116 

Non-carbonate  hardness 

39 

Carbonate  hardness 

77 

Lead  and  Copper  

None 

Iron  ....  ....  ....  

0T 

Appearance  and  colour  (Hazen  degrees  10)  .... 

....  Satisfactory 

Smell  and  taste  .... 

Satisfactory 

Microscopical  examination  of  deposit 

....  Satisfactory 

pH  value  .... 

71 

Report  : 

Judged  by  the  analytical  figures  obtained  from  this 
sample  this  water  supply  is,  as  usual,  of  satisfactory  organic 
purity. 

The  colour  of  the  sample  is  good  and  it  is  free  from 
deposit,  odour  or  taste. 

I am  of  the  opinion  that  the  water  is  suitable  for  a 
public  supply. 

(Signed)  W.  GORDON  CAREY, 
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During  the  month  of  July  complaints  were  received  by  the 
Newcastle  and  Gateshead  Water  Company  from  consumers  in  the 
area  (which  includes  part  of  this  district)  supplied  with  water  from 
the  Beacon  Lough  reservoir.  The  complaints  were  that  the  water  had 
a very  strong  “ tarry  ” taste. 

Immediate  action  was  taken  by  the  Water  Company,  and  on 
investigation,  it  was  found  that  children  had  poured  disinfectant  into 
the  reservoir.  The  supply  was  curtailed  and  the  mains  hushed  and 
conditions  were  soon  back  to  normal. 

The  six  boys  concerned  were  charged  at  the  Local  Court. 

(b)  Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

The  Sewage  Disposal  Works  at  Follingsby  Lane  were  extended 
last  year  to  eventually  cater  for  16,000  persons.  It  was  estimated 
that  at  the  end  of  the  year  14,250  people  were  being  catered  for. 

The  remainder  of  the  area  is  drained  by  sewers  discharging 
direct  into  the  River  Tyne. 


2.  Rivers  and  Streams. 

The  River  Tyne  is  the  only  large  waterway,  and  this  serves  as 
a common  sewer  for  the  many  townships  along  its  banks.  The  other 
stream  running  through  this  district  is  known  as  the  River  Don, 
which  receives  the  effluent  from  the  Sewage  Disposal  Works. 

In  view  of  the  serious  pollution  of  the  River  Tyne,  the  Tyneside 
Local  Authorities  have  formed  a Working  Committee  to  deal  with 
this  problem.  A number  of  meetings  have  been  held,  and  work  is 
in  hand  in  conjunction  with  King’s  College,  Newcastle  upon  Tyne, 
for  various  tests  to  be  carried  out  regarding  chemical  and  hydraulic 
characteristics  of  the  river. 

A number  of  complaints  were  received  of  an  offensive  smell  in 
part  of  the  Urban  District. 

The  matter  was  investigated  and  traced  to  premises  where  drum 
washing  was  carried  out.  Some  of  the  drums  had  contained  ethyl 
acrilate  and  traces  of  this  compound  were  present  in  the  drainage 
system. 

The  effluent  from  the  septic  tank  at  these  premises  passes  into 
a water  course,  which,  for  parts  of  its  journey  to  the  River  Tyne,  is 
an  open  stream. 

Work  on  the  washing  of  these  drums  was  stopped  and  the  firm 
called  in  an  organisation  who  specialise  in  dealing  with  industrial 
odours  to  help  with  their  problem. 

A spray  attachment  was  devised  which  deposited  a controlled 
amount  of  special  fluid  into  each  drum  as  a neutraliser. 

Seepage  from  drums  insecurely  fastened  also  caused  a certain 
amount  of  odour,  and  arrangements  were  made  for  these  to  be 
tightened  on  delivery.  With  these  precautions  no  further  complaint 
of  any  nuisance  has  been  received. 
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3.  Closet  Accommodation. 

There  are  approximately  11,891  water  closets  and  10  ash  closets 
in  the  area.  The  ash  closets  are  situated  at  farms  or  other  outlying 
premises  where  no  sewerage  is  available. 

4.  Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal. 

Refuse  collection  is  carried  out  by  the  use  of  mechanical  trans- 
port. Four  C.K.3  and  one  diesel  Karrier  Bantam  ten  cubic  yard 
hydraulic  tipping  vehicles  are  in  use  for  this  purpose.  A once-weekly 
collection  of  refuse  is  maintained  throughout  the  year.  When 
inclement  weather,  with  heavy  snow,  occurs,  these  vehicles  are  used 
for  snow  clearance,  but  as  soon  as  conditions  are  sufficiently  improved 
the  vehicles  return  to  refuse  collection,  and  it  is  only  rarely  that  the 
once-weekly  collection  cycle  has  been  exceeded. 


Statistics 


Year 

Colt 

:cted 

Loads 

Miles 

Fuel 

(Gallons) 

Bins 

Boxes 

1960  .... 

698,968 

2,223 

6,238 

28,966 

4,902 

1959  .... 

681,256 

2,259 

5,920J 

29,085 

5,17  3 

1958  .... 

637,211 

2,408 

5,632 

26,743 

5.292 

1957  .... 

607,472 

2,741 

5,4071 

24,310 

4,976 

1956  .... 

568,195 

2,889 

5,020§ 

23,428| 

5,101! 

One  hundred  and  thirty-five  defective  bins  were  replaced  by 
B.S.S.  dust  bins  from  the  stock  of  the  Cleansing  Department  by 
sales  to  local  property-owners. 

Refuse  is  disposed  of  by  controlled  tipping.  A disused  clay 
quarry,  situated  at  Low  Heworth  Lane,  is  being  filled  in  by  this 
method.  The  longest  haul  is  approximately  two  miles. 

The  life  of  this  tip  is  now  limited  and  further  sites  are  being 
sought. 

5.  Gulley  Emptying  and  Street  Sweeping. 

Two  mechanical  gulley  emptiers  are  in  use  in  the  area. 

Street  sweeping  is  carried  out  partly  by  the  use  of  two  road 
sweeper-collectors  and  partly  by  the  gang  method. 

6.  Swimming  Baths. 

There  are  no  Public  Baths  nor  Swimming  Pools  at  present 
within  the  Urban  District,  but  it  is  intended  that  a Swimming  Bath 
be  erected  under  the  development  scheme  for  the  Learn  Lane 
Estate,  the  work  to  commence  during  1961. 

7.  Schools. 

Improvements  have  been  carried  out  in  a number  of  schools  in 
the  area  regarding  sanitary  and  washing  facilities. 


29 


8.  Atmospheric  Pollution. 

The  Felling  No.  1 Smoke  Control  Order,  1959,  has  been  con- 
firmed by  the  Ministry,  but  the  Council  has  informed  the  Minister 
of  Housing  and  Local  Government  that  the  date  of  operation  of  the 
Order  should  be  postponed  until  1st  May,  1962. 

Investigation  of  atmospheric  pollution  by  industrial  processes 
has  been  continued  during  the  year.  The  burning  of  rubber-covered 
cables  to  obtain  the  copper  content  was  stopped  at  a local  scrap  yard. 

One  large  firm  have  indicated  that  they  are  replacing  their  old 
Galloway  boilers  with  three  horizontal  multi- tubular  v/et  back 
economic  boilers  fitted  with  chain  grate  stokers.  They  are  to  be 
arranged  with  induced  draught  and  the  grit  arresters  are  to  be  of  the 
“ R 55  type  cellular  arrester  of  six  cells.  The  stokers  will  be  operated 
by  automatic  controls  to  ensure  smokeless  combustion. 

Again  it  is  pleasing  to  report  that  where  industrial  pollution  has 
been  encountered  the  firms  concerned  have  been  most  helpful  and 
co-operative  in  dealing  with  the  various  problems  encountered. 

Two  deposit  gauges  and  two  lead  peroxide  instruments  have 
been  in  use  during  the  year.  The  deposit  gauge  measures  the  amount 
of  matter  deposited  in  the  area  and  the  lead  peroxide  instrument 
measures  the  sulphur  content  of  the  atmosphere. 

The  following  tables  give  the  readings  and  statistics  for  1960  : — 


Deposit  Gauges — Statistics 


Felling 

Park 

Sewage 

Disposal 

Works 

Monthly 

Average 

Yearly 
Average 
per  Gauge 

January 

19-78 

18-95 

19-36 

February  .... 

8-16 

8-15 

8-16 

March 

15-20 

11-86 

13-53 

April 

9-53 

11-53 

10-53 

May 

17-35 

12-32 

14-83 

June  

10-84 

8-91 

9-88 

July  

18-42 

14-51 

16-46 

13*42 

August  

10-27 

8-45 

9-36 

September 

11-64 

10-63 

11-14 

October  .... 

25-74 

17-45 

21-59 

November.... 

14-23 

8-81 

11-52 

December 

17-18 

12-22 

14-70 

Totals 

178-34 

143-79 

161-06 

Figures  expressed  as  tons  per  square  mile. 

Average  Annual  Deposit  (tons/square  mile)  ....  ....  16L06 

Estimated  Weight  of  Deposit  on  District  (tons  per  month)  68*90 
Estimated  Weight  of  Deposit  on  District  (tons  per  year)  826*87 
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ESTIMATED  MONTHLY  DEPOSITS  ON  AREA  DURING  1960 
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Feb.  March  April  May  June  July  August  Sept.  Oct.  Nov.  Dec. 


Lead  Peroxide  Gauges — Statistics 


Felling 

Park 

Sewage 

Disposal 

Works 

Monthly 

Average 

Yearly 
Average 
per  Gauge 

January 

2-19 

2-26 

2-23 

February  .... 

2-29 

2-94 

2-62 

March 

1-38 

1-04 

1-21 

April  

1-88 

1-48 

1-68 

May 

1-49 

1-34 

1-42 

June  

0-73 

0-99 

0-86 

L64 

July  

095 

0-74 

0-84 

August 

1-04 

0-72 

0-88 

September 

0-86 

Ml 

0-98 

October  .... 

1-68 

1-36 

1-52 

November.... 

2-35 

2-39 

2-37 

December 

310 

3-05 

3-07 

Totals 

19-94 

19-42 

19-68 

Figures  expressed  as  milligrams  per  100  square  cms.  per  day. 


Informal  action  was  taken  in  three  cases  to  abate  smoke  nuisance, 
and  conditions  show  improvement. 


9.  Rodent  Control. 

A rodent  operator  is  employed  in  the  Health  Department  and 
he  deals  with  all  rat  and  mice  infestations  and  the  treatments  of 
sewers. 

All  complaints  received  are  investigated  and  treated  where 
required ; routine  visits  and  inspections  in  the  area  are  also  carried  out. 

Due  to  various  circumstances  normal  poisons  at  times  cannot 
be  used,  and  in  cases  such  as  these  A.N.T.U.,  Warfarin,  Tomorin, 
and  in  some  cases  Arsenious  Oxide,  are  used. 

After  any  poisoning,  post-baiting  is  carried  out,  Warfarin 
generally  being  used  for  this  purpose,  to  determine  if  the  infestation 
has  been  completely  eradicated. 

Rodent  extermination  work,  using  the  techniques  recommended 
by  the  Ministry,  is  carried  out  in  this  area  and  in  most  cases  complete 
eradication  is  obtained  after  initial  poisoning,  but  in  every  case 
post-baiting  is  carried  out  as  a routine  procedure. 
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Inspections  have  been  carried  out  at  several  farms  in  the  area. 


Treatments  carried  out  during  the  year  were  as  follows  : — 


Rats 

Major  Minor 

Mice 

Major  Minor 

Private  Dwellings  .... 

2 

44 

141 

Business  Premises  .... 

2 

13 

8 

12 

Local  Authority 

1 

13 

— 

— 

Agricultural  ... 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Total  

7 

70 

8 

153 

All  sewers  in  the  area  are  treated  twice  a vear  in  accordance 
with  Ministry  methods. 


10.  Eradication  of  the  Bed  Bug.  Council  Houses  Other  Houses 

Number  of  Houses  Infested  ....  9 1 

When  a complaint  of  bug  infestation  is  received,  the  infested 
dwelling  is  inspected  and  sprayed  with  suitable  insecticides  where 
required. 

No  general  disinfestation  scheme  for  Council  houses  and 
removals  from  Council  houses  is  in  force. 

Council  houses,  when  vacated  at  the  end  of  a tenancy,  are 
inspected  by  the  Housing  Department,  and  should  any  type  of 
vermin  be  seen,  the  Health  Department  are  notified  and  treatment 
is  carried  out  before  a new  tenant  enters  into  possession. 

11.  Other  Infestations. 

The  following  are  details  of  infestations  dealt  with  during  the 


Furniture  Beetle 

Council 

Houses 

21 

Other 

Houses 

Total 

21 

Beetles  .... 

24 

9 

33 

Fleas 

4 

2 

6 

Flies 

7 

— 

7 

Red  Spider 

— 

1 

1 

Earwigs 

36 

I 

37 

Crickets 

7 

1 

8 

Wasps  .... 

I 

— 

1 

Flour  Mite 

. * • • 

— 

1 

1 

100  15  115 


Complaints  are  often  received  of  beetle  or  other  infestation, 
and  powder  containing  a suitable  insecticide  is  issued  as  required. 
Where  a serious  infestation  occurs,  the  dwelling  is  treated  by  the 
staff  of  the  Health  Department. 
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A number  of  enquiries  were  received  for  advice  on  treatment  of 
furniture  beetle  infestations.  Where  such  an  infestation  occurs  in 
a Council  dwelling,  the  Health  Department  staff,  in  conjunction 
with  the  housing  maintenance  staff,  deal  with  this  problem. 
Where  the  infestation  is  severe  the  affected  woodwork  is  removed 
and  burnt  and  is  replaced  by  suitably  treated  wood,  after  spraying 
and  other  precautions  have  been  taken.  At  prescribed  times, 
spraying  is  carried  out  in  all  known  cases  of  furniture  beetle 
in  Council  dwellings.  Where  slight  infestation  occurs,  injection  of 
the  holes  with  a hypodermic  syringe  containing  a suitable  insecticide 
has  been  found  to  be  most  effective.  It  is  pleasing  to  note  that 
after  treatment  has  been  carried  out  over  a period  in  these  dwellings 
there  is  a definite  reduction  in  the  degree  of  infestation,  and  in  some 
cases  after  a period  of  three  years  or  more  the  infestation  would  appear 
to  have  been  completely  eradicated. 
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GENERAL  SANITARY  WORK. 


The  following  are  details  of  notices  served  under  the  Public 
Health  and  Housing  Acts  : — 


Public  Health  Act 

Housing  Act 

Informal 

Statutory 

Informal 

Statutory 

Notices 

Notices 

Notices 

Notices 

T3 

<D 

x! 

T3 

<D 

T3 

<D 

CL  Tj 

"d 

(D 

~ si 

T3 

<D 

£ 

<D 

d-S 

> 

CD 

a & 

o 

& 

<D 

P-, 

6 £ 

<D 

e z 

o 

►> 

u 

CD 

H '$■ 

o 

00 

u 

C/0 

U 

00 

u 

C/0 

o 

Main  Roofs  repaired 

14 

15 

1 

Off-shoot  Roofs  repaired .... 

6 

9 

1 

Chimney  Stacks  repaired 

2 

3 

Eaves  Gutters  repaired  or  renewed 

13 

19 

Rain-water  Pipes  repaired  or  renewed.  .. 

6 

10 

1 

Soil  Pipes  repaired  or  renewed 

1 

1 

Pointing  repaired 

17 

20 

9 

2 

Erickwork  repaired 

2 

1 

3 

2 

Window  Woodwork  repaired  or  renewed 

2 

2 

1 

.... 

Sash  Cords  renewed 

n 

i 

9 

1 

Floors  repaired  or  renewed 

21 

16 

.... 

Sub-floor  Ventilation  provided  .... 

5 

2 

Handrails  provided  or  repaired  ... 

3 

1 

.... 

Door  Woodwork  repaired  or  renewed .... 

9 

6 

3 

3 

.... 

Scullery  Benches  repaired  or  renewed 

1 

3 

Woodwork  (Miscellaneous)  repaired  or 

renewed 

15 

10 

3 

1 

Wall  Plaster  renewed 

43 

51 

Ceiling  Plaster  renewed  .... 

12 

9 

.... 

Ranges  repaired  or  renewed 

1 

1 

— 

2 

.... 

Sink  Waste  Pipes  repaired  or  renewed 

6 

6 

1 

Sinks  reflxed  or  renewed 

2 

2 

.... 

Water  Sendee  Pipes  repaired 

5 

6 

.... 

Yard  Paving  repaired 

1 

1 

.... 

Yard  Gullies  repaired 

1 

1 

. . o » 

Outbuilding  Roofs  repaired 

3 

3 

.... 

.... 

W.C.  Roofs  repaired 

8 

11 

.... 

„ Brickwork  repaired 

5 

5 

.... 

„ Doors  repaired  or  renewed 

9 

12 

.... 

„ Basins  refixed  or  renewed 

3 

2 

„ Flush  Pipes  repaired 

1 

1 

„ Cisterns  repaired  or  renewed 

3 

5 

,,  Seats  repaired  or  renewed 

2 

1 

1 

Drains  cleansed  and  repaired 

6 

6 

.... 

Dust  Bins  renewed 

126 

135 

— 

Accumulations  of  Refuse 

1 

1 

.... 

.... 

362 

386 

sxzuz  : unuusu.' 

.... 

-’.■nzeaauT&xexfi  zn 

ISSaESTEIiT  r.v 

27 

8 
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Factories  Acts  1937 


Prescribed  Particulars  of  the  Administration  oj  the 

Factories  Act , 1937. 

Part  1 of  the  Act. 


1. — Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including 
inspections  made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors). 


Premises. 

(1) 

Number  on 
Register 

(2) 

Inspections. 

(3) 

Number  of 

Written 

Notices. 

(4) 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted. 

(5) 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sec- 
tions 1,  2,  3,  4,  and  6 are 
to  be  enforced  by  Local 
Authorities 

2 

6 

1 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in 
(i)  in  which  Section  7 is 
enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority 

56 

155 

2 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in  which 
Section  7 is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority 

(excluding  out-workers’ 
premises) 

10 

17 

Total 

68 

178 

3 

.... 

2. — Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found 


Number  of  Cases 
were 

in  which  Defects 
found 

Number 
of  cases 

Particulars. 

(1) 

Found 

(2) 

Remedied 

(3) 

Referred 
To  H.M. 
Inspector 

(4) 

Referred 
By  H.M. 
Inspector 

(5) 

in  which 
prosecu- 
tions were 
instituted 

(6) 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l)  .. 

1 

I 

I 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 
Unreasonable  temperature 

(S.3)  

.... 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4) 
Ineffective  drainage  of 

.... 

floors  (S.6) 

Sanitary  Conveniences 
(S.7) — 

' ' 1 * 

(a)  Insufficient 

1 

1 

1 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defective 

4 

4 

(c)  Nor  separate  for  sexes 
Other  offences  against  the 
Act  (not  including 
Offences  relating  to 

Out -work) 

5 

5 

.... 

.... 

Total 

11 

11 

— 

2 

.... 
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Part  VIII  of  the  Act. 


Outwork. 


(Sections  110  and  111). 


Section  110 

Section  111 

Nature 
of  Work 

(1) 

No.  of 
out- 
workers 
in  August 
list 

required 

by 

Section 

110 

(1)  (c) 

(2) 

No.  of 
cases  of 
default 
in  sending 
lists  to 
the 

Council 

(3) 

No.  of 
prosecu- 
tions for 
failure 
to  supply 
lists 

(4) 

No.  of 
instances 
of  work 
in  un- 
wholesome 
premises 

(5) 

Notices 

served 

(6) 

Prosecu- 
ti  ons 

(7) 

Wearing  Apparel- 
Making,  etc. 

3 

Umbrellas,  etc.  ... 

5 

Household  Linen 

1 

.... 

Total 

9 

.... 

12.  Factories  Act , 1937 — Section  34. 

All  the  factories  in  the  area  to  which  this  section  applies  have 
been  inspected  and  certain  works  were  specified  to  be  carried  out. 
Five  certificates  as  to  Adequate  Means  of  Escape  were  issued  during 
the  year. 


13.  Rag  Flock. 

A factory  in  the  area  manufacturing  rag  flock  has  been  regularly 
inspected  during  the  year  and  samples  taken  show  that  a high 
standard  of  cleanliness  is  observed. 


The  following  is  the  result  of  an  analysis  of  a sample  of  rag 

flock  : — 


Tests 


Results 


Chlorine  as  Soluble  Chlorides  in  parts 
per  100,000 
Oil  and  Soap 
Soluble  Impurities 


24 


0.00/ 
Z.  Z.  /o 

1 ' 1 % 


IT 


0/ 

7o 


Remarks. — This  sample  comes  within  the  requirements  of  the 
tests  required  in  accordance  with  the  Rag  Flock  and  Other  Filling 
Materials  Regulations,  1951. 
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SECTION  “ D.” 


Housing  in  the  Area 


There  were  10,943  inhabited  houses  in  the  Urban  District  at 
the  end  of  1960. 

The  Council  owns  6,443  houses. 

House  Erection. 

During  the  year  the  Council  completed  112  houses  on  their  own 
land.  Gateshead  Corporation  completed  100  houses  on  their  land 
on  the  Learn  Lane  Estate.  The  North-Eastern  District  Housing 
Association  also  completed  234  houses  on  the  Leam  Lane  Estate. 

Seventy  private  houses  were  built  during  the  year. 

Rehousing — Unfit  Houses. 

Including  individual  unfit  houses  and  dwellings  from  areas 
where  undertakings  not  to  re-let  dwellings  have  been  obtained  from 
the  owners,  36  families  from  36  dwellings  have  been  rehoused 
during  the  year. 

The  number  of  persons  rehoused  was  107. 

Rent  Act , 1957. 

No  action  was  taken  during  the  year. 


SECTION  “ E.” 


Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food 


(a)  Milk  Supply. 

MILK 

(Special  Designation)  (Pasteurised  and  Sterilised) 
REGULATIONS,  1949. 

Eighteen  licences  to  dealers  to  use  the  special  designation, 
“ Pasteurised,”  and  88  licences  to  dealers  to  use  the  special  designa- 
tion, “ Sterilised,”  were  issued  during  the  year. 

Three  supplementary  licences  for  “ Pasteurised  ” milk,  four  for 
“ Tuberculin  Tested  Pasteurised  ” milk,  and  three  for  “ Sterilised  ” 
milk  were  issued  during  the  year. 

Under  the  provisions  of  the  Milk  (Special  Designation)  Regula- 
tions, 1960,  as  from  1st  January,  1961,  Durham  County  Council  will 
become  the  authority  responsible  for  the  issue  of  dealers’  licences 
in  this  area. 

(b)  Meat  and  Other  Foods. 

Two  private  slaughterhouses  were  in  use  in  the  area  and  all 
carcases  were  inspected.  At  holiday  periods  and  at  peak  week-end 
killings,  some  overtime  has  had  to  be  worked  by  the  Inspectors. 

All  carcases  were  examined  in  accordance  with  the  recom- 
mendations laid  down  in  Memo  3/Meat. 

Details  of  meat  found  to  be  unfit  after  inspection  in  the  slaughter- 


houses  in  the  area  are  as 
Cattle. 

follows  : — 

Condition  Found. 

Heads  and  Tongues 

....  64  lb. 

Tuberculosis 

Head  and  Tongue 

....  32  lb. 

Actinomycosis 

Head  and  Tongue 

....  32  lb. 

Actinobaciilosis 

Tongue 

3 lb. 

Traumatism 

Thin  Skirts 

5 lb. 

Abcesses 

Thin  Skirt  .... 

2 lb. 

Peritonitis 

Thick  Skirts.... 

9 lb. 

Peritonitis 

Lungs 

....  18  lb. 

T uberculosis 

Lungs 

....  18  lb. 

^Parasitic  Infestations 

Livers 

....  197  lb. 

Abcesses 

Livers 

....  1,051  lb. 

^Parasitic  Infestations 

Livers 

....  657  lb. 

Cirrhosis 

Livers 

....  18  lb. 

Melanosis 

Heart 

6 lb. 

Pericarditis 

Spleens 

4 lb. 

Peritonitis 

Musentery  ....  ....  ....  4 lb. 

>4-  Parasitic  infestations  include  Fasciola  Hepatica. 

Tuberculosis 
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Sheep. 


Leg  and  Loin 

....  11  lb. 

T raumatism 

Ribs  .... 

3 lb. 

Pleurisy 

Lungs 

— 

4 lb. 

Pneumonia 

Lungs 

....  24  lb. 

^Parasitic  Infestations 

Livers 

4 lb. 

Abcesses 

Livers 

....  22  lb. 

jParasitic  Infestations 

A-  Parasitic  infestations  include  Muellerius  Capillaris. 
t Parasitic  infestations  include  Fasciola  Hepatica. 


Pigs 

Three  Whole  Carcases  and 


Offal  

450  lb. 

Septicaemia 

One  Whole  Carcase 

and 

Offal  

105  lb. 

Bowel  Oedema 

Heads  and  Tongues 

....  16  lb. 

Tuberculosis 

Lungs 

11  lb. 

Pneumonia 

Total  weight  unfit  : — 

1 ton,  4 cwt.,  2 qrs.. 

1 st.5  12  lb. 

Table  showing  Inspections  and  Condemnations 


Cattle 

(Excluding 

Cows) 

Cows 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Calves 

Pigs 

Number  killed 

Number  inspected 

495 

495 

4 

4 

1,886 

1,886 

68 

68 

All  diseases  except  Tuberculosis 
and  Cysticerci — 

Whole  carcases  condemned  .... 
Carcases  of  which  some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspected 
affected  with  disease  other  than 
Tuberculosis  and  Cysticerci 

192 

38-73% 

9 

50% 

27 

1-43% 

— 

4 

4 

5-88% 

Tuberculosis  only — 

Whole  carcases  condemned  .... 
Carcases  of  which  some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspected 
affected  with  Tuberculosis 

5 

1-01% 

2 

2-94% 

Cysticercosis — 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

Carcases  submitted  to  treatment  by 
refrigeration 

Generalised  and  totally  condemned  ... 

.... 

.... 

.... 

Horses 
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The  following  foodstuffs  were  surrendered  as  unfit  for  human 


consumption  during  the  year  : 

lb.  oz. 

Grade  “ A ” Mutton 

74  0 

Decomposition 

Biscuits 

2 12 

Deterioration 

TINNED  GOODS. 

Tins 

lb. 

oz 

Meats  (various)  .... 

....  90 

272 

1 

Ham 

10 

90 

10 

Tongue 

4 

~1  o 

io 

6 

Soups 



7 

4 

15 

Fish 

....  16 

8 

2 

Fruit  (various) 

....  103 

120 

4 

Vegetables.... 

....  96 

80 

11 

Tomatoes  .... 

....  63 

52 

13 

Milk  

....  27 

38 

4 

Miscellaneous 

....  24 

17 

13 

Total  weight  of  foodstuffs  surrendered  : — 

6 cwt.,  3 qrs.,  1 st.,  11  lb. 

Total  weight  of  all  food  found  unfit  (including  local  killed  meat)  : — 

1 ton,  II  cwt.,  2 qrs.,  1 st.,  9 lb. 

Part  of  the  foodstuffs  condemned  was  returned  for  recon- 
ditioning for  manufacturing  purposes  and  the  remainder  was 
disposed  of  by  tipping  at  the  CounciPs  refuse  tip.  All  meat 
found  to  be  unfit  was  stained  with  a green  dye  before  disposal. 

No  special  examination  of  a store  or  a consignment  of  food  was 
made  during  the  year. 


Slaughterhouse  Act,  1958 
(Section  3). 

The  following  are  details  of  the  classification  of  Slaughterhouses 
as  submitted  to  the  Minister  : — 

Classification  of  Slaughterhouses. 

(i)  Premises  which  already  comply  with  all  the  requirements 
of  construction  regulations  for  the  time  being  in  force  in 
respect  of  new  slaughterhouses — Nil. 

(ii)  Premises  in  use  which  do  not  comply  with  the  requirements 
of  the  construction  regulations  but  which  the  Local  Authority 
expect  to  comply  by  the  date  recommended  in  the  Report — 

Nil. 
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(iii)  Premises  in  use  which  the  Local  Authority  expect  will  not 
comply  with  the  construction  regulations  by  the  date 
recommended  in  the  Report — Two  : 

(1)  Park  Row. 

(2)  Hainingwood  Terrace,  Bill  Quay. 

(iv)  Premises  not  in  use  but  for  which  a licence  is  in  force  or 
was  in  force  at  some  time  during  the  12  months  preceding 
the  submission  of  the  Report — Nil. 

(v)  Outstanding  applications  for  new  slaughterhouse  licences — 
Two  : 

(1)  An  outline  application  for  development  of  land  at 
Green  Lane,  Felling,  as  a meat  packing  plant  with 
slaughterhouse  facilities  has  been  received. 

(2)  An  outline  application  for  development  of  land  at 
Green  Lane,  Felling,  as  a private  slaughterhouse 

has  been  received. 

The  premises  at  Park  Row  have  now  been  demolished  and  those 
local  butchers  slaughtering  in  the  area  use  the  premises  at  Haining- 
wood Terrace,  Bill  Quay. 

The  appointed  day  for  the  Construction  Regulations  to  apply  to 
all  slaughterhouses  in  the  area  is  1st  July,  1963.  This  date  was 
selected  to  enable  the  Hainingwood  Terrace  premises  to  remain  in 
use  until  the  proposed  new  Public  Abattoir  comes  into  operation  at 
Newcastle. 

The  Minister  has  approved  the  Report  submitted  by  the  Local 
Authority. 


ICE-CREAM. 

Ice-Cream — Heat-treatment  Regulations. 

One  producer  of  ice-cream  is  registered  in  the  area.  Strict 

hygienic  precautions  are  taken  and  the  premises  have  been  found 
to  be  kept  clean  at  all  times  and  are  most  satisfactory. 

Sixty-eight  shops  sell  prepacked  ice-cream  and  regular  visits 
have  been  made  to  these  premises,  and  in  all  cases  they  have  been 
found  to  be  in  a clean  and  satisfactory  condition. 


CLEAN  FOOD  EDUCATION. 

As  mentioned  in  previous  years,  no  Clean  Food  Guild  is  estab- 
lished in  the  area.  As  in  the  past,  lectures  have  been  given  by  the 
Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  to  local  bodies  on  food  and  food 
hygiene.  Judging  by  the  attendance  at  these  lectures,  and  the 
questions  asked,  it  is  apparent  that  the  housewife  of  today  is 
increasingly  aware  of  the  need  for  clean  food  and  a high  standard  of 
hygiene.  I would  consider  these  lectures  to  be  well  worth  while. 
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FOOD  PREMISES. 

The  following  table  gives  the  types  of  food  premises  in  the 


Urban  District  : — 

Type  Number 

Bakehouses  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  3 

Food  Manufacturing  ....  ....  ....  ....  1 

Food  Packing  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  1 

Food  Storing  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  8 

Catering  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  20 

Grocery  and  Provision  ....  ....  ....  37 

Butcher...  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  25 

Fishmonger  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  4 

Fish  Fryer  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  10 

Fruiterer  and  Greengrocer  ....  ....  ....  13 

General  Dealer  ....  ....  ....  ....  59 

Confectioner  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  24 

Licensed  Premises  ....  ....  ....  ....  48 


Miscellaneous  Premises  not  mentioned  above  10 
Registered  Premises. 

Potted,  Pressed,  Pickled,  or  Preserved  Food 

Premises  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  21 

Ice-cream  Premises  ....  ....  ....  ....  69 

Regular  inspections  of  all  premises  have  been  carried  out  during 
the  year. 

Food  Hygieize  Regulations. 

Again  considerable  time  has  been  spent  on  this  subject.  Standards 
still  continue  to  improve  and  shopkeepers  have  been  most  co-operative 
in  helping  to  provide  a higher  standard. 

The  following  table  gives  details  of  the  work  carried  out  during 
the  year  : — 

Summary  of  work  carried  out  during  the  year. 


Cleanliness  of  Equipment,  &c 

Notices 

Served 

2 

Notices 

Complied  With 

3 

Protection  of  Food  from  Contamination 

3 

2 

Personal  Cleanliness 

1 

1 

Wrapping  of  Open  Food 

1 

1 

Sanitary  Conveniences 

— 

1 

Provision  of  “ Wash  Hands  ” Notices  .... 

3 

2 

Provision  of  Hot/Cold  Water 

2 

n 

D 

Provision  of  Wash-hand  Basins  .... 

3 

l 

Provision  of  Soap,  Towels,  Nailbrushes,  &c 

1 

— 

Provision  of  First  Aid  Materials 

1 

— 

Provision  of  Accommodation,  &c.,  for  Clothing  ... 

— 

1 

Cleanliness  and  Repair,  &c.,  of  Food  Rooms  .... 

4 

4 

Accumulation  of  Refuse,  &c 

1 

1 

FOOD  SAMPLING. 


List  of  Samples  taken  in  the  Felling  Urban  District  during 
the  Year  ended  31st  December,  1960. 

I am  indebted  to  Mr.  G.  W.  Woods,  of  the  Durham  County 
Council  Weights  and  Measures  Office,  Chester-le- Street,  for  the  list 
of  samples  taken  by  the  Food  and  Drugs  Authority  during  the  year. 


12 

Milk 

4 

Sterilised  Milk 

1 

Beef  Sausage 

7 

Beef  Sausage  (Preserved) 

2 

Dripping 

2 

Black  Pudding 

Informal 

1 

Steak  Pie 

Informal 

1 

Ham  and  Egg  Pie 

Informal 

1 

Meat  Square 

1 

Pease  Pudding 

1 

Sausage  Meat  (Preserved) 

1 

Minced  Meat 

Informal 

1 

Minced  Meat  Pies 

1 

Rice  Creamola 

1 

Macaroni 

1 

Lentils 

1 

Apples  and  Brambles  (tinned) 

2 

Mincemeat 

Informal 

1 

New  Baby  Potatoes 

1 

Ginger  Cake  Mixture 

1 

Sugar 

1 

Pilchards  in  Tomato  (tinned) 

1 

Minced  Beef  with  Onion  Gravy  (tinned) 

1 

Mandarin  Oranges  in  Syrup  (tinned) 

1 

Ham  and  Chicken  Roll  (tinned) 

1 

Potted  Meat 

1 

Savoury  Ducks 

1 

Pearl  Barley 

1 

Oatmeal 

1 

Custard  Powder 

1 

Orange  Crush 

1 

Butter 

1 

Ground  Almonds 

1 

Glace  Cherries 

Informal 

3 

Christmas  Puddings 

Informal 

1 

Brislings  in  Olive  Oil  (tinned) 

1 

Brawn 

1 

Raisins 

1 

Currants 

1 

Ground  Almonds 

1 

Lard 
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Samples — continued 


1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Informal  1 

Informal  1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Informal  1 

Cream  British  Sherry 

Rich  Ruby  Wine 

Rum 

Whisky 

White  Pudding 

Saveloy 

Pork  Sausage  (Preserved) 

Malt  Vinegar 

Thyme 

Liquid  Fruit  Peckin 

Mustard 

White  Pepper 

Dates 

Bi-carbonate  of  Soda 

Cream  of  Tartar 

Ground  Arrowroot 

Instant  Coffee 

Table  Jellies,  Orange  Flavour 

Rice  Cake  Mixture 

Fresh  Bitter  Lemon  Drink 

86 

All  samples  were  certified  to  be  of  genuine  quality. 
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SECTION  “ F ” 


Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
on  the  Prevalence  and  Control 
of  Infectious  and  Other  Diseases 


The  number  of  cases  of  infectious  diseases  notified  during  I960 
was  only  48,  compared  with  580  during  the  previous  year.  This 
dramatic  decrease  was  largely  accounted  for  by  the  substantial  drop 
of  404  in  Measles  notifications.  There  was  also  a marked  decrease  in 
the  incidence  of  Whooping  Cough  with  only  one  case  compared  with 
88  in  1959. 

It  is  pleasing  to  record  a complete  absence  of  notifications  of 
Dysentery  and  Food  Poisoning  compared  with  19  and  eight  cases 
respectively  during  the  previous  year. 

Measles. 

The  annual  biennial  epidemic  pattern  was  maintained  and,  as 
expected,  there  were  few — only  14 — notifications  of  Measles  during 
the  year  1960.  Most  of  these  cases  occurred  in  December,  1960,  and 
proved  to  be  a forerunner  of  an  epidemic  of  approximately  1,500 
cases  notified  during  the  first  few  months  of  1961. 

Whooping  Cough. 

Only  one  case  was  notified  during  1960  compared  with  88  during 
the  previous  year.  This  low  incidence  must  not,  however,  be  per- 
mitted to  give  rise  to  complacency  with  regard  to  immunisation 
against  this  disease,  which  is  offered  by  both  General  Practitioners 
and  Local  Authority  Clinics.  Immunisation,  especially  of  very  young 
children  in  whom  the  disease  can  be  serious,  is  a most  important 
public  health  measure.  It  is  not  generally  realised  amongst  mothers 
that  this  disease  is  most  infectious  during  the  early  catarrhal  stage 
before  the  paroxysmal  “ whooping  ” cough  appears,  after  which 
communicability  gradually  decreases. 

Dysentery. 

I am  pleased  to  report  that  no  cases  of  Dysentery  were  notified 
during  1960  compared  with  19  cases  during  the  previous  year.  This, 
however,  is  no  cause  for  complacency  as  Sonnei  Dysentery  continues 
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to  be  endemic  on  Tyneside,  and  the  relatively  nnld  nature  of  the 
symptoms  results  in  many  undiagnosed  cases  perpetuating  the 
infection.  It  will  be  noted  from  the  results  of  laboratory  investiga- 
tions that  one  unnotified  case  of  Sonnei  Dysentery  was  identified. 

Food  Poisoning. 

There  was  no  case  of  Food  Poisoning  notified  during  the  year 
compared  with  eight  the  previous  year,  although,  on  laboratory 
investigations,  five  cases  were  found  to  be  infected  with  food 
poisoning  organisms.  Investigation  of  such  cases,  to  be  successful, 
must  be  carried  out  immediately  and  most  carefully  ; owing  to 
delay,  it  was  not  found  possible  to  incriminate  any  food  stuff. 

In  one  case,  where  a young  child  was  affected,  it  was  discovered 
that  his  father  was  employed  by  a food  and  confectionery  manu- 
facturer of  national  repute.  It  was  found  necessary  to  exclude  the 
father  from  work,  which  involved  handling  food,  until  it  could  be 
established  that  he  and  his  household  were  free  from  infection. 

Tuberculosis. 

There  was  little  change  in  the  incidence  of  pulmonary  tuber- 
culosis with  28  cases  notified  during  1960  compared  with  26  during 
the  previous  year.  There  were  fewer  notifications  among  females 
but  an  increase  in  the  number  of  cases  occurring  in  men,  especially 
in  the  older  age  groups  ; nearly  80  per  cent,  of  these  cases  arose  over 
the  age  of  45  years. 

Non-pulinonary  tuberculosis,  which  usually  affects  bones  and 
joints,  has  been  declining  steadily  for  several  years.  I am  pleased 
to  be  able  to  report  that  1960  was  the  first  year  on  record  in  which 
there  was  a complete  absence  of  this  form  of  the  disease.  In  the  past 
this  has  been  associated  with  infected  milk,  and  there  is  no  doubt 
that  the  gradual  elimination  of  Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  has 
been  achieved  by  greatly  improved  standards  in  the  purity  of  milk. 
Heat  treatment  of  milk,  by  pasteurisation  or  sterilisation,  is  of 
immense  public  health  value  ; most  of  the  milk  retailed  in  the  Urban 
District  is  thus  treated.  Raw  T.T.  (Tuberculin  tested)  milk,  although 
it  offers  a certain  measure  of  protection  against  Tuberculosis,  may 
well  be  contaminated  with  other  disease-producing  organisms.  The 
Chief  Medical  Officer  of  the  Ministry  of  Education  in  his  Annual 
Report  for  the  years  1958  and  1959  states  that  pasteuration  cc  is  the 
only  reasonably  sure  means  of  rendering  milk  safe,  and  authorities 
should  aim  at  giving  ali  their  schools  a fully-pasteurised  supply.55 
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Tuberculosis — New  Cases  and  Mortality  for  1960 


New 

Cases 

Deaths 

Age  Periods 

Non- 

Non- 

Respiratory 

Respiratory 

Respiratory 

Respiratory 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

0—  1 

1—  5 

1 

.... 

5—15 

.... 

1 

15—25 

3 

2 

25—35 

1 

2 

35—45 

.... 

3 

1 

45—55 

5 

1 

1 

55—65 

4 

1 

65  and  upwards 

5 

.... 

1 

.... 

.... 

Totals  .... 

18 

10 

— 

2 

1 

....  .... 

Tuberculosis — Incidence  and  Death  Rate,  1939-60. 


Year 

Population 

Cases  P.T.B. 
Notified 

Cases  N. P.T.B. 
Notified 

Incidence  Rate 
per  1,000 
Population 

Death  Rate 
per  1,000 
Population 

Cases 

Deaths 

Cases 

Deaths 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

1939 

26,080 

23 

18 

13 

5 

0-92 

0-5 

0-72 

019 

1940  .... 

24,020 

23 

23 

12 

4 

0-95 

0-49 

0-95 

016 

1941  .... 

24,120 

30 

24 

5 

5 

1-24 

0-28 

10 

0-28 

1942 

24,220 

23 

22 

3 

5 

0-91 

0-12 

0-9 

0-21 

1943 

24,360 

27 

22 

9 

4 

Ml 

0-37 

0-9 

016 

1944 

24,460 

19 

11 

7 

2 

0-78 

0-21 

0-45 

008 

1945  .... 

24,500 

24 

23 

10 

7 

0-98 

0-41 

0-94 

0-28 

1946  .... 

24,560 

28 

12 

12 

3 

1-14 

0-48 

0-48 

0-12 

1947  .... 

24,770 

25 

28 

8 

3 

101 

0-32 

M3 

012 

1948 

25,310 

50 

19 

6 

3 

1-97 

0-24 

0-75 

012 

1949  .... 

25,420 

35 

19 

8 

5 

1-38 

0-31 

0-75 

019 

1950  . . 

25,280 

26 

10 

3 

Nil 

1-01 

0-12 

0-39 

Nil 

1951 

25,190 

72 

16 

10 

3 

2-86 

0-39 

0-63 

012 

1952  .... 

25,200 

31 

8 

5 

1 

1-23 

019 

0-32 

004 

1953  ... 

26,020 

34 

12 

4 

1 

1-3 

0-15 

0-46 

004 

1954  ... 

25,840 

50 

3 

7 

1 

1-9 

0-27 

012 

004 

1955  ... 

26,190 

30 

4 

9 

Nil 

115 

0-34 

0-15 

Nil 

1956  ... 

27,240 

32 

2 

3 

Nil 

1-17 

o-io 

0-07 

Nil 

1957  .... 

28,540 

42 

3 

5 

1 

1*47 

0-18 

0-11 

004 

1958  .... 

29,980 

30 

7 

6 

Nil 

1-00 

0-20 

0-23 

Nil 

1959  ... 

31,500 

26 

2 

5 

Nil 

0~82 

0-16 

006 

Nil 

1960  ...,| 

32,650 

28 

3 

Nil 

Nil 

0-86 

Nil 

009 

Nil 

48 


Infectious  Diseases  : Age,  Incidence,  Wards,  Hospital  Treatment 
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